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Population grows annually and is expected to reach 9.6 billion > ,
people in 2050 [1]. This makes food security essential; in quantity % H @w ~
as well as in quality. However, climate change is making sufficient
food production challenging due to unpredictable weather with
very low or high temperatures, and insufficient or extreme rainfall

which may lead to periods of floods or droughts [2]. Morocco is one
of the countries facing these challenges and has developed

This study can help sustainable horticulture in Morocco
by serving as a baseline for a first step in this knowledge
inventory which would help the ImpactCluster in making
actual step-wise improvements on this theme possible in
practice. Moreover, this study would highlight the need for

intensive cultivation in the last few decades [3]. More specifically, further investigations on this subject for the development
the Souss Massa Valley is the country's largest region for vegetable and placement of more sustainable pest management.
production with 451,165 ha of cultivated land of which most This is extremely important for the protection of food
production is for export [4]. Tomatoes are the most common crop security, human health, the environment as well as

and this year more than 22,000 ha of tomato plantations have mtemononol trade
been placed for an expected production of over 1.6 million tons of 7 z

fresh tomatoes [3,4]. However, due to these intensive cultivation y e 2 ‘
technologies, tomato crops can be highly infested by pests and RESEARCH UESTI@NS :
How can we grow tomatoes in a more sustainable
way in terms of pest management in Agadir?

diseases which result in a high loss of guality fruits [5]. In
consequence, compared to last year, 20% fewer crops have been
harvested this winter [5].

To avoid and try to control this problem now many pesticides are
applied to crops which have a serious impact on people’s health,
food quality, the environment and also the production costs [6,7].
While pesticide use is a significant challenge in food safety,
research on current practices of pest management in

the Souss-Massa region is lacking.

Grounded theory qualitative data analysis

e How are pests & diseases currently managed?
 What is the biology and ecology of the pests & diseases?
e \Which biological solutions could be implemented?
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RESULTS

Figure 1. Step-wise flow of coding for QDA [8].
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